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2014-2015 Work Plan: 
 
1. Begin development of “Stakeholders Handbook” – plan to draft key 

conceptual chapter in time  for November 2014 meetings 
2. PhD Students: mix of SWAN and non-SWAN students at PhD and MSc 

level (near and medium term mobility?) 
3. Mobility for non-student team members 
4.  Near-complete paper on public participation and consultation in drafting 

the new UK Water Act (2014) – Journal of Environmental Management 
5. Case studies of failed consultation and/or dissensus in water planning 

(Burton and King) 
6. WFD Implementation/management issues in comparative context  with 

USE team (deliverable 3.2) 
7. New Bids:  

1. Horizon 2020 (PES) 
2. Bristol Green Capital 2015 activities – right to water, right not to be 

thirsty! 
 



Links with other funded research programmes (student collaboration and 
exchange, research e.g. “water and energy” and “urban water cycle”, 
“benefit sharing in African River Basins”, east Africa WS programme) 

Integration of Upper Thames PES project as a WP2 activity 

Links with UWE Centre for Floods and Communities 





Public Participation/Stakeholders Handbook: 
 
1. Critical Social Theory of “participation” in water management 
2. Case Study 1: Price Review Process in England and Wales 
3. Case Study 2: Upper Thames PES Project 
4. Case Study 3: Participatory Modelling for Sediment Modelling 
5. Case Study 4: The UK Water Act (2014): participation, 

consultation, information 
6. Case Study 5: Political Ecology of Water in Copper Mining 
7. Case Study 6: Water Justice and Black Mesa 

 
……..we are looking for more chapters, by Month 45 (November 
2015) 

 



There are slippages in the ways the “participation” deliverable is 
expressed in different parts of the DoW: 
 

- “stakeholders”, “public” or both?   

- How related to emphases elsewhere in DoW on either or both of 
“sustainable water” or “water security” ? 

- Is it a “Handbook” for the subsequent stakeholder workshops, OR 
is it a scholarly deliverable?  What is this document, ultimately, for? 

 
Our view is that this work can, in the context of SWAN’s overriding 
objective of a SWC/TAD, most usefully incorporate articulation of an 
approach to the critical social science of “engagement/participation” 
by “stakeholders”. 



…with thanks to Erik Swyngedouw…. 
 
The point of “consultation”  is: 

- To confirm the “known knowns” (common understandings) 

- To discover the “known unknowns”  (sharing specialist knowledge) 

- To reveal the “unknown knowns” (exposing the taken for granted) 

- To manage the “unknown unknowns” (risk management) 

 

The additionality of “participation” adheres in CO-PRODUCTION of knowledge 
about sustainable water management….. 

 

…implies also a different “political epistemology of the hydrosocial” 



DAD – Decide, Announce, Defend 



EDD – ENGAGE, DELIBERATE, 
DECIDE 



Traditional government 

Representative democracy 

e.g. Oakeshott/Hartz, etc. 

Participatory governance 

Deliberative democracy 

e.g. Habermas 

Autonomy/Autarky 

Radical/agonistic democracy 

e.g. Mouffe 

…with thanks to Joan Subirats… 



…with thanks to Joan Subirats… 

Kerry: Black Mesa 
Case Study 

King: Agonistic 
geographies of 
water 

Short: Upper 
Thames PES 
Project Staddon: CCG 

Process in England 
& Wales 

Jones: participatory 
modelling of sediment 
transport 

Traditional government 

Representative democracy 

e.g. Oakeshott/Hartz, etc. 

Participatory governance 

Deliberative democracy 

e.g. Habermas 

Autonomy/Autarky 

Radical/agonistic democracy 

e.g. Mouffe 



Other presentations: 
• Chris Short 
• Nick Jones 
• Owen King 
• Kerry Burton 
• Chad Staddon 

 


